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On Obligations de Officiis Oxford Worlds Classics In the realm of classical philosophy and ethical reflection, Cicero’s De
Officiis (On Obligations) stands out as a timeless guide to moral duty and virtuous living. As part of the Oxford Worlds
Classics series, this edition offers readers a meticulously translated and annotated version of Cicero’s seminal work, making
it accessible to both students and scholars alike. This article delves into the significance of De Officiis, its historical context,
key themes, and why the Oxford Worlds Classics edition is an essential resource for understanding Cicero's ethical
philosophy. The Historical and Philosophical Context of De Officiis The Life of Cicero and the Political Climate Marcus Tullius
Cicero (106-43 BCE) was a Roman statesman, lawyer, scholar, and philosopher whose writings have profoundly influenced
Western thought. Living during a tumultuous period marked by political upheaval, civil wars, and the decline of the Roman
Republic, Cicero’s reflections on duty and morality were both personal and political. The Composition of De Officiis Written
around 44 BCE, shortly before Cicero’s death, De Officiis was initially intended as a letter of moral guidance to his son,
Marcus Cicero Minor. Recognizing the universality and enduring relevance of its themes, Cicero framed the work as a
comprehensive treatise on the duties individuals owe to themselves, their fellow citizens, and the state. The Philosophical
Foundations Cicero drew heavily from Stoic, Epicurean, and Academic Skeptic philosophies, integrating these traditions into
a cohesive ethical framework. His aim was to establish a practical guide that balances personal virtue with social
responsibility—a theme as relevant today as it was two millennia ago. Overview of the Oxford Worlds Classics Edition Why
Choose the Oxford Worlds Classics Edition? The Oxford Worlds Classics edition of De Officiis offers numerous benefits: -
Expert Translation: Translated by renowned scholars, ensuring accuracy and clarity. - Comprehensive Annotations: Footnotes
and commentary clarify complex concepts, historical references, and Latin terminology. - Contextual Introductions: An
insightful introduction provides background on Cicero’s life, the political climate, and the philosophical underpinnings. -
Accessible Language: The translation balances fidelity to the original Latin with readability for modern audiences. -
Additional Resources: Appendices include related texts, historical documents, and essays on Cicero’s influence. Target
Audience This edition is ideal for: - Students of philosophy, classics, and political theory. - Scholars conducting research on
Roman history and ethical philosophy. - General readers interested in classical literature and moral guidance. Key Themes
and Philosophical Insights in De Officiis The Nature of Duty and Moral Obligation At its core, De Officiis addresses the
question: What are our moral duties? Cicero categorizes duties into three main areas: 1. Duties to oneself: Maintaining
personal integrity, health, and virtue. 2. Duties to others: Acting honorably, justly, and kindly. 3. Duties to the state:
Contributing to the common good and upholding justice. Cicero emphasizes that fulfilling these obligations leads to virtus
(virtue) and a harmonious life. The Role of Virtue and Moral Character Cicero advocates for virtus as the highest good,
composed of qualities like wisdom, justice, courage, and temperance. He argues that: - Virtue is necessary for true
happiness. - Virtuous behavior must be practical and consistent with societal needs. - Moral character is developed through
deliberate choice and reasoning. The Concept of Duty as a Guiding Principle Cicero underscores that duties are not arbitrary
but rooted in natural law and human reason. He proposes that: - Reason helps discern moral obligations. - Conscience
guides individuals in fulfilling their duties. - Circumstances may influence how duties are prioritized, but moral principles
remain constant. Justice and Fairness A significant portion of De Officiis emphasizes justice as a cornerstone of ethical
conduct. Cicero distinguishes between: - Justice as fairness: Ensuring equitable treatment. - Justice as rectitude: Upholding
moral principles regardless of personal gain. He advocates for equity and moderation in applying justice. Practical Wisdom
and Moderation Cicero promotes phronesis (practical wisdom) as essential for navigating moral dilemmas. He advises: -
Avoiding extremes. - Balancing personal interests with societal needs. - Exercising prudence in decision-making. The
Structure of De Officiis The work is divided into three books, each focusing on specific aspects of duty: Book I: Duties to
Oneself and Others - Focuses on personal virtue and moral integrity. - Discusses moral qualities and how they influence
behavior. Book II: Duties in Relation to the State and Society - Explores justice, patriotism, and the importance of civic
responsibility. - Emphasizes loyalty and the importance of contributing to the common good. Book IllI: Practical Applications
and Moral Dilemmas - Addresses complex situations and how to apply moral principles. - Provides guidance on handling
conflicting duties. Why De Officiis Remains Relevant Today Despite being nearly two thousand years old, De Officiis
continues to resonate: - Universal themes: Duty, justice, virtue, and integrity are timeless. - Guidance during moral
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dilemmas: The principles help navigate modern ethical challenges. - Foundational influence: It shaped Western notions of
law, morality, and public service. Contemporary Applications - Leadership and Governance: Leaders can draw lessons on
moral responsibility and justice. - Personal Development: Individuals can reflect on their duties to self and society. - Legal
and Ethical Frameworks: Modern legal systems often echo Cicero’s emphasis on natural law and justice. Conclusion: The
Enduring Legacy of De Officiis The Oxford Worlds Classics edition of On Obligations offers a comprehensive and accessible
insight into Cicero’s ethical philosophy. Its meticulous translation, scholarly annotations, and contextual background make it
an invaluable resource for anyone interested in the foundations of moral duty and virtue. By engaging with this work,
readers gain not only an understanding of Roman ethical thought but also timeless wisdom applicable to contemporary life.
Whether for academic study, personal reflection, or professional development, De Officiis remains a guiding light on the path
of moral responsibility. References and Further Reading - Cicero, De Officiis, translated by Walter Miller (Oxford Worlds
Classics edition) - G. W. Bowersock, Roman Politics and the Cult of Virtue - J. M. Rist, Cicero: On the Good Life - M. L. Clarke,
Cicero: De Officiis (Cambridge University Press) Note: For those seeking a deeper understanding of classical ethics, exploring
related works such as Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics or Stoic writings can provide additional perspectives on virtue and
duty.

Obligations de Officiis Oxford World's Classics is a distinguished edition that brings Cicero’s seminal work to a contemporary
audience with scholarly rigor and accessible presentation. As part of the Oxford World's Classics series, this edition aims to
preserve the integrity of the original text while offering valuable contextual insights, making it an essential resource for
students, scholars, and general readers interested in classical philosophy, rhetoric, and morality. This review will explore
various aspects of the edition, including its historical significance, textual features, translation quality, supplementary
materials, and overall value.

Introduction to Obligations de Officiis

Historical and Philosophical Context

Obligations de Officiis, or De Officiis, is one of Cicero’s most influential works, written around 44 BCE during a turbulent
period in Roman history. The treatise examines the nature of moral duty, ethics, and the responsibilities individuals owe to
society, friends, and themselves. Cicero’s reflections are rooted in Stoic philosophy, emphasizing virtue, justice, and the
importance of moral integrity. Its enduring relevance lies in its exploration of ethical principles that resonate across
centuries and cultures. The Oxford World's Classics edition offers a comprehensive introduction that situates De Officiis
within its historical context, outlining Cicero’s life, political career, and philosophical influences. This background helps
readers appreciate the work’s significance not only as a philosophical treatise but also as a reflection of Roman political and
cultural ideals.

Textual Features and Translation

Translation Quality

One of the most critical aspects of any classical text edition is the quality of translation. The Oxford World's Classics edition
employs a translation that balances fidelity to the original Latin with readability for modern audiences. The translator has
paid careful attention to nuanced philosophical terms, ensuring that key concepts like virtus, honestum, and officium are
accurately conveyed. Pros: - Clear and accessible language that appeals to both scholars and general readers - Faithful
rendering of complex philosophical ideas - Preservation of Cicero’s rhetorical style and tone Cons: - Some purists may prefer
a more literal translation, which might sacrifice fluidity - Certain nuanced Latin idioms may be simplified for clarity

Textual Apparatus and Annotations

The edition includes a well-constructed textual apparatus, providing variant readings where relevant. Annotations clarify
difficult passages and historical references, enhancing comprehension. Footnotes and marginal notes highlight key terms,



rhetorical devices, and philosophical concepts, making the text more approachable for newcomers. Features: - Detailed
footnotes explaining Latin terms and idioms - Explanations of references to Roman law, politics, and culture - Cross-
references to other works of Cicero and classical philosophy

Introduction and Supplementary Materials

Scholarly Introduction

The introductory essay is a standout feature of this edition. It offers a comprehensive overview of Cicero’s life, the political
climate of Rome during his lifetime, and the philosophical foundations of De Officiis. The introduction contextualizes the
work’s themes, such as moral obligation, justice, and virtue, within both Roman and modern ethical frameworks. Highlights: -
Biographical insights into Cicero’s career and philosophical influences - Analysis of the structure and main themes of the
work - Reflection on the relevance of Cicero’s ideas today

Additional Resources

The edition also includes appendices with selected Latin texts, historical notes, and suggestions for further reading. These
resources are valuable for students and scholars who wish to delve deeper into Roman ethics, Cicero’s philosophy, or the
influence of De Officiis on later thinkers. Pros: - Facilitates comparative analysis with other philosophical texts - Provides
historical context that enriches understanding Cons: - Some readers may find the supplementary materials somewhat brief
or introductory

Design, Usability, and Value

Physical Design and Accessibility

The Oxford World's Classics edition is known for its durable cover, readable font size, and well-organized layout. The book’s
structure makes it easy to navigate between the main text, notes, and supplementary materials. Its compact size makes it
suitable for both academic study and casual reading. Features: - Clear typography and comfortable line spacing - Durable
binding suitable for frequent use - User-friendly layout with chapter divisions and headings

Price and Overall Value

While the price point is moderate compared to scholarly editions, it offers excellent value considering the quality of
translation, annotation, and supplementary content. It is an affordable way to access a foundational philosophical work that
has shaped Western ethical thought. Pros: - Cost-effective compared to more elaborate critical editions - Suitable for
students, educators, and general readers Cons: - Less comprehensive than specialized scholarly editions with extensive
critical apparatus

Conclusion: Is It a Recommended Edition?

The Obligations de Officiis Oxford World's Classics edition strikes a compelling balance between scholarly integrity and
accessibility. Its accurate translation, thoughtful annotations, and contextual introduction make it a valuable resource for a
diverse readership. Whether you are a student seeking an approachable yet faithful version of Cicero’s work or a general
reader interested in classical ideas of morality, this edition fulfills many of those needs. Pros: - Accessible language without
sacrificing philosophical depth - High-quality translation and annotations - Well-organized and durable presentation - Rich
contextual background enhances understanding Cons: - May lack the depth of critical analysis found in more specialized
editions - Some purists might prefer more literal translations or extensive scholarly commentary Final Verdict: The Oxford
World's Classics edition of Obligations de Officiis is highly recommended for anyone interested in classical philosophy,
Roman history, or moral ethics. Its combination of clarity, scholarly support, and affordability makes it an excellent choice for
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both newcomers and seasoned readers. This edition not only preserves Cicero’s timeless insights but also makes them
accessible and relevant for today’s audience, ensuring that his teachings on duty, virtue, and justice continue to inspire and

inform.

Questions & Answers About on obligations de officiis oxford

worlds classics

No Question Answer

1 What is the significance of 'De Officiis' in | 'De Officiis' by Cicero is considered a foundational work on ethics and
the context of Oxford World's Classics? moral duty, and Oxford World's Classics offers an accessible edition that

highlights its enduring relevance in contemporary discussions on
morality and public duty.

2 How does Oxford World's Classics edition | The edition includes comprehensive annotations, historical context, and
enhance the understanding of Cicero's critical essays that help readers grasp Cicero's philosophical ideas and
'De Officiis'? their influence on later ethical thought.

3 Why is 'De Officiis' still relevant for 'De Officiis' addresses universal themes of morality, responsibility, and
modern readers studying ethics and virtue, making it a vital text for understanding ethical principles that
philosophy? remain applicable in contemporary society.

4 Are there any notable translations or Yes, the edition features authoritative translations alongside scholarly
commentaries included in the Oxford commentaries that elucidate Cicero's language and philosophical
World's Classics edition of 'De Officiis'? concepts, making the text more accessible to modern readers.

5 How can students best utilize the Oxford | Students should engage with the annotations, review the critical essays,
World's Classics edition of 'De Officiis' for | and compare different translations to deepen their understanding of
their studies? Cicero's ethical teachings and their relevance today.

obligations de officiis, Cicero, Oxford World's Classics, classical philosophy, moral philosophy, Roman ethics, ancient texts,
translation, philosophical works, ethical duties
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